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I Failures on
edin?
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"ve been debating {with myself
nucstly ) quite a lot these days abour

Linkedin and how it can proenote

an unhealihy idea of ascces—and how the
whode sdea of success cam be peoblemanic

Pretty much every post | see om LinkedIn

i froan soms=one celebraring a new jobs,
a milesone reached, or i give soms

morvatbonad Cips i chose who are

aruggling 1o “get there” But ks quite rare 1o
wee somenne complaiming abown noa heimg

ahle po “get there™ {yet?) or simnply bsting

Fhwwn: vy

and exposing their Asws and failures. Swre,
sometimes. you see someone sharing about
a barrier they had vo cross, or difficalies
aloegg the way, bui I'd sy that even though
there are o filters like on Instagrams,
Linkedlm can sometimes look very fake.

Why do | have this opiniont A steady
stream of posts spotlighting constant
succeid and happimess is not exchsive o

Linkedim. We have all heard about heow
“mnreal” the lives of influencers (or pretty

misch grervome) are an Inaagram and
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ather social media websies. They make

sure we oaly see the good and brighi cide
af life, myomsentary snapshots, sscomds or

mimues of a day, but we aften compare

ooir o bives and feel we are not as
aconmplished and happy as we should be.

Adier all, why & everybody so happy all the
timee amd we are noc?

| kniww we oftem present ourselves in socul
miedia mot a5 we are, but a6 we wan s be
af waml others 1o see us, b someimes we
just need some fadlores o pemnind ourselves
and others that we are only humas

I"ve been tryieg wo transitbon feom being
a freclamscer o have a standard, 9-1o-5 job

for the past 3 years—and 1 have failed

miserahly s far- Even before | fimiched
my Fh.[ in 2019, | have been actively

searching for posudo: or researnch positions
in academia withim my areas of expertise.

And | got nothing. Only ome Imerview

and mo pob ar all. "ve applied 1o meore
than 100 universities and programs, and
came hack with nothieg_ So. I preoty musch
ket academnia ( or academia left ene | and
sarted looding for job opporumiies in
aither areas

| tried 1o beverage myy decade as a freelance
pournalis, amd my exescive expericnoe

with NGOk amd activisny | 2ent over 200

C%"'s and those dreadful cover betiers
(el dear recruiters, it ks really hard for

sonenne actively lookisg for a pob to write

hiundreds of cover leners that noe oie 16
gomna read, why not just ask for a OV and

a wery beief statement and if you bilke whai

you see, them ask for the comprehensive
aorver letter? ) and bn 2 years, [ got o

interviews. Sure, | 'went up b the final

stage, but in the end, I finshed sevond
|r chied ).

Bt oy line, [ Sl

I'ma ot & Eablisre, bt 1 did fall—and |
ke muany people have been and are

gning through the same situation every

day. | didn’t get a pob or, as peaple say in
Linkedledand, “that dream job that 1 was
boodoing for my wheode life and dedicared

everything vo get it and that Usn s0 prood,
eic, i, et

I'my quiie ofpen abour my faldures. Ofien

wihien 1 heaave tio deal with ediioes wheo
wanish or with dry spells, mennal hlockages,

late payments, e1c., in my freclamcing life,

| twert abwouit br, quite apendy. h's & way o
relax apd also get some support. And we all

nend suppoet.
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Hur amn | alkovesd 1o R UmioE By Eai lisres
andl EXps0es 1y sell oin Limkedin? | helieve

the answer & Ve

In & =ense Dihink I'm able wo dhow others
that failing ks pan of life and not everyone

has that dreamn job or is 10098 happy with
their careers B abde 1o il is alus |‘!l|.'|ll|§
fimean and S respeCiing every anie's Eneinad
health. It is a way 1o pel rid af than o] L
that keeps Boating asd pusschimg you in
the gur: “Why ks everyone able o get an
armsarimg poh, but et

Well, 1 don't know, but the anly cholce
| have i& to kEmep orylng w hile .'lm||]u:r=!_ @

shoeld around enyself and bet ng ahle o
comaEnen aboul 1. And. . 15 ever VOne |.|.'.:|||:.

wn happy about their jobs and never hitting

a wall, genting stuck amd simply peetensding
they canmo be happier bevawse that's whai
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We shaould all be able 10 speak up,
complain. We are all human, we fail, and

those Gailures h:||.‘- sk grone, I is ok s

EXpOsE Your | my ) {wdluires rlqu-\.'I:u. It k=
e wxd 10 shiow |.'-:|||.'4|.' in the saene sinsation
thait chey are mot abone (and therefone

Wbl e Tt a lodss ).
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